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living creatures, although the

body of each is different.
- Hippocrates 460 BC-377 BC

This presentation is based on a handbook, Wildlife Care Basics
for Veterinary Hospitals, authored by Irene Ruth.

! WHAT IS WILDLIFE REHABILITATION?

hsvma.org lof14



Wildlife Care Basics for Veterinary Clinics and Shelters Animal Care Expo 2011
Dr. Roberto Aguilar Orlando, Florida

IT'S NOT EASY...

WILDLIFE CARE BASICS: Overview ; : AGENDA
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PREPARATION: Paperwork PREPARATION: Supplies

! PREPARATION: Training PREPARATION: Handling Phone Calls

PREPARATION: Permits and Reporting PREPARATION: Permits and Reporting
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"M \VHEN ANIMALS ARRIVE: The Basics "4 \\HEN ANIMALS ARRIVE: Restraint

Rly
|

N vt nm e

a WHEN ANIMALS ARRIVE: 17 WHEN ANIMALS ARRIVE:
~ Types of Emergencies e Types of Emergencies

"4 TREATING MAMMALS: Confinement "M TREATING MAMMALS: Exams
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! WHEN ANIMALS ARRIVE: Fluid Therapy Y \WHEN ANIMALS ARRIVE: Fluid Therapy

! TREATING MAMMALS: Feeding Infants TREATING.MAMMALS:
Infant Feeding Problems

TREATING MAMMALS: Opossums I TREATING MAMMALS: Raccoons
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TREATING MAMMALS: Skunks

TREATING MAMMALS: Rabbits

TREATING MAMMALS: Mustelids

o
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TREATING MAMMALS: Bats

TREATING MAMMALS: Rodents

TREATING BIRDS: Special Needs
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T
TREATING BIRDS: Confinement hsVima

TREATING BIRDS: Confinement

9 TREATING BIRDS: Exams YA TREATING BIRDS: Fluids and Gavage

AVIAN NUTRITION AND FEEDING:

I Nima AVIAN NUTRITION AND FEEDING:
Age, Species, Size, and Diet Dependent

Age, Species, Size, and Diet Dependent
Whole Fodd/ltems Best for Most Adult Birds

* Jnsectivores

— Crickets} earth worms, meal worms
» May €rush or tear apartforjuveniles
« Livelitems may teach capture/catch skills

» Piscivores

— Appropriate size fish for esophagus and crop
— Fresh minnows; sardines, commercially available
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1 AVIAN NUTRITION AND FEEDING: RECIPE AND PREPARATION
Liquid / Puree / Slurry Food

FLUID ADMINISTRATION OPTIONS
 Intraperitoneal

- in BIRDS
— NO DIAPHRAGM

— Direct Connection to Lung - Drowning Risk

* Subcutaneous

— Minimal Subcutaneous Space
— Wing Web
— Leg Web Fold

! FLUID ADMINISTRATION OPTIONS

EQUIPMENT AND TOOLS: Syringes

hsvma.org
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ma ; hs\ima ;
+ EQUIPMENT AND TOOLS: Catheters " EQUIPMENT AND TOOLS: Catheters

NeTa

a UNIQUE ANATOMICAL
“ CONSIDERATIONS

: T
na IMPROPER ALIGNMENT hsVma & s1\\ATED FEEDING TUBE LENGTH

AND INSERTION
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ESTIMATED FEEDING TUBE LENGTH

« Bird Skull Held Firmly in LEFT HAND

« Use Effective Body Restraint

— Prevent Bird from Struggling
* May cause esophageal injury
* May require second staff restrainer

! L |
._‘i.; : + Syringe in RIGHT HAND
N .

'..-r_'“ — Thumb on Plunger provides most Control

'y
Es!’r,rﬁgte Tube Length to
Proventriculus (Crop)

PROPER HEAD RESTRAINT PREVENTS

ATHETER INSERTION
STRUGGLING c S ©
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Pass Catheter with Smooth Gentle Motion

STOP if any Resistance is Detected
— Remove and Start Over

Watch Bulb “Lump” Moving on Neck
Slide Curve Slowly Down Bird’s RIGHT
STOP Prior to Entering Thorax

PINCH RED RUBBER TUBE TO WITHDRAW
Mitigates Aspiration Risk

LARGE BIRDS REQUIRE TEAMWORK
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FOOD / FLUID ADMINISTRATION
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TREATING BIRDS: Feeding

TREATING BIRDS: Raptor Handling

Disease
Brucellosis
Psittacosis

Salmonellosis

Leptospirosis

Tularemia

Giardiasis

1

Animal Care Expo 2011
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TREATING BIRDS: Feeding

TREATING BIRDS: Feeding

Host

SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS: Zoonoses

Signs

White tailed deer, raccoons, fox,  May appear as septicemia.

and others.

Pigeons, raptors, and finches.

Birds, repiles, and mammals.

Raccoons, skunks, opossum,
rodents, and other mammals.

Rabbits and rodents.

Host

Beaver, muskrat, waterfowl

Respiratory distress, conjunctivitis, green diarrhea tinged
with blood.

Animals: weakness, drowsiness, depression, convulsions,
trembling, gasping for air, vomiting, diarthea, and a slight
fever. Humans: diarrhea, abdominal pain, dehydration.
Signs usually not apparent in host animals. Humans:
fever, nausea, chills, muscle pain, vomiting, depression,
marked thirst, labored breathing, mild conjunctivitis, kidney
infection, diarrhea or constipation, and fatigue.

Humans: ulcer(s) on the skin where the organism enters. If
inhaled, may be peumonia-lke iliness.

Signs

Intestin cluding chronic diarthea, abdominal
cramps, bloating, weight loss, and frequent pale stools.
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"M SpECIAL CONSIDERATIONS: Zoonoses "M SpECIAL CONSIDERATIONS: Zoonoses

Disease Host Signs
Signs
Roundworms Host-specific species for cats,  The raccoon roundworm (B procyonis) causes severe
Birds, especially raptors and  Birds may or may not exhibit respiratory signs. Affected foxes, dogs, skunks, and signs in humans: larvae migrate to eye, brain, spinal cord.
seabirds. animals may be emaciated and have problems breathing. raccoons. May cause death.
Wings may droop. Immume-compromised humans may Sarcoptic Mange  Host-specific species; can Skin iritation, pruritus. Self limiting.
display respiratory symptoms. transmit to humans
Histoplasmosis  Bats and birds (especially Amild infection will present as a mild upper respiratory
chicken, pigeon, starling, and  infection, with a chronic persistent cough, and weight loss.
blackbird droppings).

Dis Host Signs

Host S Lyme Borrel Deer ticks, and other ticks. Animals: arthritic conditions. Humans: expanding bull's eye
s [ e el e
pain, headache, stiff neck, and lymph node enlargement.

Ehrlichiosis Deer ticks. Animals: weakness, cough, labored breathing, intermittent
fever, arthrits, nasal discharge, increased thirst or
urination, anorexia, seizures, nose bleeds, swelling of legs.
or lymph nodes. Humans: flu-lie illness, fever, headache,
myalgia, and thrombocytopenia. Can be life threatening.

Any mammal; primarily In animals, signs can include restlessness, aggression,
raccoons, skunks, fox, unusual friendliness, lethargy, salivation, ataxia, paralysis,
woodchucks and bats. But and convulsions. In humans, it may appear as fever,
fodent, rabbits, opossum rarely  general malaise and eventually paralysis, delirium, and
hosts. convulsions.

na SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS:
Euthanasia

"' SpECIAL CONSIDERATION: Rabies

na HANDOUTS FOR YOUR SVima

CLINIC/SHELTER LEARN MORE ABOUT HSVMA!

Membership:

Field Service

Student Program

www.hsvma.org
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ANY QUESTIONS?

Special thanks to Dr. Liz Stelow and Marl Lloyd
for their work and materials used in this presentation.
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